
H awaii’s economy is 
doing poorly and 
with less money run-

ning through the system, 
local kids are suffering.

Those are the major 
points from two important 
local news reports in last 
week’s Star-Advertiser.

The news stories show 
how in a small place like Ha-
waii every economic twitch 
and shift is felt, so when the 
University of Hawaii Eco-
nomic Research Organiza-
tion (UHERO) sees major 
trouble ahead, you can ex-
pect more than a ripple.

The first to feel it and 
most likely to topple are the 
kids.

Here are the details.
“Hawaii’s economic pros-

pects remain poor,” UHERO 
said in an earlier article.

“Visitor numbers are 
down, job growth has 
stalled, and housing activity 
remains weak. Inflation will 
rise over the next year as 
tariffs feed through to con-
sumer prices. Construction 
remains the only major 
source of strength. We will 
see a mild recession in the 
Islands over the next year, 
with the weakening U.S. 

economy threatening a po-
tentially deeper downturn,” 
UHERO warned.

To add to the economic 
malaise, economic research 
outfit WalletHub rates Ha-
waii with the 49th worst 
economy in the nation with 
only West Virginia and Iowa 
having a more troubling 
economy. Even the state’s 
own economic reviews say 
“the state’s growth rate re-
mains below the national av-
erage which indicates that 
Hawaii’s economic recovery 
may be slower compared to 
other states.”

This bad news translates 
into hungry kids.

“Supporting keiki is one of 
our top priorities,” Hawaii 
Foodbank CEO Amy Miller 
said. “One in five children in 
Hawaii lives in a home 

where they aren’t getting 
enough to eat, and 11% of 
children live in households 
where a child was hungry 
but the family couldn’t af-
ford more food. That is sim-
ply unacceptable.”

At the same time, econo-
mists say Hawaii has the 
third-highest cost of living in 
the nation.

According to the news 
story, the report of hunger 
among local kids is just 
grim.

“The state Department of 
Education told the Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser that since 
the federal shutdown, it has 
processed about 1,500 free- 
and reduced-price lunch ap-
plications in two weeks 
— far above the roughly 
40 applications processed 
during the same period in 

late November,” the article 
by reporter Victoria Bu-
diono said.

“Food banks are seeing 
more families stretched thin 
by rising prices and disrup-
tions in federal nutrition 
programs. Demand has 
surged across its 58 school-
based pantries, meal distri-
bution sites, and 250 
partner agencies,” Miller 
said.

With an economy running 
with success and making a 
good return, Hawaii is at-
tractive. But as long as the 
state is known as the place 
that doesn’t support busi-
ness and cannot plow 
money and support into 
new business, what is the 

future going to be like?
As a politician here, you 

can’t say you support busi-
ness because has Hawaii 
ever had a successful one 
who ran and won on a plat-
form of, “He’s good for busi-
ness and that’s why I 
support him”?

Of course not — labor 
with many hands wins elec-
tions; business with money 
and not enough hands sits 
on the sidelines losing, not 
winning, elections.

Today some sort of com-
promise is needed for labor 
and business leaders to see 
a future with children in 
good schools with full tum-
mies learning and succeed-
ing.

———
Richard Borreca writes on politics on Sundays. 
Reach him at 808onpolitics@gmail.com.

Hawaii’s business and labor sectors must work together on economy, for sake of the keiki
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Alzheimer’s
maze

The

By Girard Perone

Sometimes history doesn’t announce 
itself with fanfare or fireworks. It slips 
quietly into the world — in the form of a 
blood test, a needle, or a law passed in 
the final minutes of a long night at the 
state Capitol. Yet these small moments 
can change the future of every family in 
Hawaii.

In the last hour of this year’s legisla-
tive session, two Alzheimer’s bills 
crossed the finish line like a miracle at 
the buzzer. The most transformative 
(House Bill 700/Act 286) makes it man-
datory that every Hawaii resident age 65 
and older receive a cognitive test during 
their annual Medicare wellness visit. For 
the first time, early detection is not just 
encouraged — it is guaranteed by law.

That victory was barely inked into the 
record when science added two aston-
ishing new breakthroughs to the story 
which brings Alzheimer’s care closer to 
home. The first is a newly FDA-approved 
blood test capable of detecting amyloid 
plaques, a hallmark of Alzheimer’s, 
years before the earliest whisper of the 
disease can be heard. No PET scans, no 
long waits, no guesswork — just a small 
vial of blood in primary care can reveal 

Hawaii’s defining moment 
in the fight against the disease
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By Dr. Robert R. Redfield

I
n the early 1980s, men and 
women in the prime of their 
lives began arriving at Walter 
Reed Medical Center, wrecked 
by a disease for which we had 

no name, no cause and no hope. As 
an infectious disease doctor there, I 
saw patient after patient bedridden 
and dying by the time they reached 
my care. 

Those early stages of the AIDS epi-
demic were marked by fear, confu-
sion and stigma. Some doctors 
were even afraid to tell pa-
tients when they 
tested positive for 
the virus. It took 
years to under-
stand what was 
happening, to 
learn that HIV in-
fection was not 
merely a risk fac-
tor for AIDS, but the 
same disease at an 
earlier stage, and to en-
courage researchers to de-
velop the multiple therapies 
necessary to control the disease. 
Now we know that HIV can be a man-
ageable chronic condition when 
treated, and people with HIV can live 
normal lives without becoming criti-
cally ill. We know this because the 
federal government took decisive ac-
tion to match our scientific under-
standing with a coordinated 

response and to focus on early dis-
ease and its timely diagnosis.

Today, the generation that sur-
vived that crisis is aging into the 
next public health emergency. Alz-
heimer’s disease affects more than 7 
million Americans, and cases are ex-
pected to nearly double by 2050. We 
have poured billions of dollars into 
scientific research and medical inno-
vation already. We know enough to 
lay the groundwork for a national re-
sponse to Alzheimer’s and reduce 
suffering for millions — it must be 

based on early diagnosis at the 
beginning of the disease 

process. By learning 
from the AIDS epi-

demic, we can 
bring about the 
day when Alzhei-
mer’s is no longer 
a death sentence 
but a manageable 

condition.
Just as unde-

tected HIV yields the 
devastating symptoms 

of AIDS, Alzheimer’s has a si-
lent phase that leads to the symp-
toms of cognitive impairment and 
loss of function. During this silent 
phase, which can last 20 years, amy-
loid proteins in the brain begin to 
misfold and clump into neuron-kill-
ing plaques. Recently, scientists dis-
covered that these plaques can be 

We need an urgent and 
unified response to the 
coming public health crisis  
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